FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

What exactly is a system of rates
and charges?

It is an existing funding structure
where properties within a
designated boundary pay per
parcel and per acre based on their
resource benefits or impacts.

Why is the rate changing?

Recent Legislative action raised the
per parcel ceiling from $5 to $25. A
rate study indicated KCCD could
justify $14.86 based on resource
needs. However, the Board elected
to self-impose a $8.50 cap to
minimize the impact on local
property owners.

What is this money be used for?
This funding benefits the entire
community, regardless of service
use. It drives local solutions for

natural resource concerns, including

wildfire risk reduction, drought
resiliency, habitat restoration, and
agricultural preservation.

Who authorizes these
adjustments?

Approval requires formal public
hearings, a vote by the KCCD Board

of Supervisors, and final passage by

the Kittitas County Board of
Commissioners.

YOUR VOICE MATTERS

Join us at public hearings:

Hal Holmes Center
201 N Ruby, Ellensburg
July 27, 2026 6PM

Putnam Centennial Center
719 E Third St, Cle Elum

July 30, 2026 6PM

SUBMIT COMMENTS

Written comments will be received
through August 19, 2026 at 2211 W

Dolarway Road, Suite 4, Ellensburg,
WA 98926 or electronically to anna-
lael@kccd.net

KCCD BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
MEETING SCHEDULED FOR
AUGUST 20, 2026

For more information, visit
www.kced.net/LocalFunding.htm

Anna Lael

509-925-3352 ext. 7
2211 W Dolarway Road Suite 4,
Ellensburg WA 98926

T

Renewal Proposal
System of Rates & Charges
2027-2036

TRUSTED LEADERS FOR ON-THE-GROUND
NATURAL RESOURCES PROGRAMS AND
PROJECTS IN KITTITAS COUNTY



WHY LOCAL FUNDING MATTERS

The Power of Leverage: Local funds
are used as base funding for
operations and as "matching funds"
required by most agencies to secure
competitive state and federal grants
and awards.

Proven Return on Investment: For
every $1 collected locally, KCCD has
successfully brought $15.42 in
external grant funding and
implemented on the ground
projects and programs.

KCCD Program and Activities Funding
Total Expended 2017-2025:
$25,639,221

Leveraged
Funds Directly

to Landowners
/ $5,887,300

23%

| Rates & Charges
y Collected Locally

Leveraged
Funds through
KCCD Grants

$18,278,855

719 $1,473,066

6%

Secured Future Funding: KCCD has
already successfully secured state
and federal grant funding awards
that are locked in but not yet spent.
When adding these unspent grants,
the funding ratio jumps significantly
—bringing it up to $39.72 in outside
investment for every $1 generated
through our local rates and charges.

SYSTEM OF RATES & CHARGES RENEWAL PROPOSAL

Securing the Future: The system
ensures continued financial stability
for KCCD projects and programs
from January 1, 2027, through
December 31, 2036.

Responsible Rate Setting:
Washington State Law under RCW
89.08.405 grants conservation
districts authority to propose
charges up to $25.00 per parcel and
$0.10 per acre.

Fiscally Conservative Choice: While
a rate analysis indicated justification
for a $14.86 charge, KCCD leadership
chose to self-impose a cap of $8.50
per parcel along with the $0.10/acre
charge to balance economic realities
with continuity of operations.

Calculated Revenue: The 28,315
eligible parcels and associated
751,862 acres will generate an
estimated total of $272,608 per year.

Per Parcel Rates by Land Classification

Land Classification Irrigated Non-Irrigated
Lands Lands
Transportation 8.Trade $8.49 $8.42
ot incuangstete | go.a0 842
Resources, Recreational $8.49 $8.42
gggggrces Ag and Open $8.50 $8.43

100% Retained Locally: Every
single dollar collected remains
inside Kittitas County to address
local resource needs.

Independent Oversight: To
ensure fiscal compliance, the
Washington State Auditor
regularly conducts independent
accountability and financial audits
of individual conservation districts.

Low Operational Overhead:
Kittitas County collection fees are
5%, allowing 95% of funding to go
toward program expenditures.

Voluntary Framework: KCCD
operates as a non-regulatory
partner. Property owners choose
to participate in programs;
funding empowers incentive-
based upgrades over mandates.

Decade of Impact (2017-2026):

This highly leveraged structure

directly funds:

e Drought Resiliency: On-farm
irrigation efficiency upgrades and
canal delivery system

improvements.

Wildfire Mitigation: Commmunity
wildfire risk planning and forest
fuels reduction.

- Fish Habitat: Fish passage and
fish screening projects.




